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Legacies of Shibusawa Eiichi and the Tokachi Land Reclamation Companythat remain in Kumaushi

Shibusawa Eiichi and the Tokachi Land Reclamation Company contributed to the development of the Kumaushi area,
including the construction of schools and the establishment of the Taisho Shrine and Seienzan Juko-ji Temple. Even
today, the company's farm barns are still used as cowsheds in the region. A monument has also been erected to
commemorate the area as the place where the first steps in the development of the town were taken.

(Tokachi Land Reclamation Company farm barns) (Seienzan Juko-ji Temple)

(Taisho Shrine) {(Kumaushi Centennial Monument/70th Anniversary Monument)
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Tokachi Land Reclamation Company
established in the Kumaushi district.

In 1898, Shibusawa Eiichi was forefront in the establishment of Tokachi Land
Reclamation Company in what is now the Kumaushi district of the present-day
town of Shimizu. Subsequently, reclamation of the land began, but the cold
climate, difficulties regarding the distribution of supplies, and other adverse
conditions caused a dispersal of the workforce, threatening the future of the
company. However, Shibusawa was determined and, as a result of a series of
restructuring plans, the company achieved its first profits in 1907. The company
also contributed to local education, providing funds and materials for the
construction of schools. Subsequently, the company — which had developed 2,767
ha of reclaimed land and 359 tenant farms — transferred its management rights to
the Meiji Sugar Company in 1924, after which it focused on providing farmland
free of charge to tenant farmers, subdividing its farmland and eventually
dissolving the company in 1934, when it was sold to Meiji Sugar.
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Bringing smiles to the faces of the
locals!

The Chamber of Commerce and Industry aims to
‘Invigorate the town!” With this in mind, it plans a
variety of events to bring smiles to the faces of
the town's residents.
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Manufacturing and processing of products born from

resources with which the town is blessed

The town's commerce and industry have developed mainly in the manufacturing and
processing industries related to agriculture. Value-added products are produced
from the resources with which the town has been blessed. In cooperation with the
town’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry, work is being carried out to promote its
specialty products, revitalize the shopping district, establish a stable management
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Delivering safe and secure foodstuffs to the nation

Agriculture is the key industry of the town. Dry-field crops include potatoes, beans, wheat and beets, as well as
an increasing number of vegetable crops such as asparagus, Chinese cabbage and, in recent years, the
cultivation of garlic. With regard to livestock, dairy cattle account for a large percentage of the total, and the
rearing of beef cattle is also a sector that is flourishing. In future, in cooperation with the agricultural
cooperative and other related organizations, work to establish a circular agriculture system will continue, by
means of improving farmland infrastructure, introducing smart agriculture, securing human resources to farm

base for businesses, train human resources, and provide support to entrepreneurs.
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the land, and promoting biogas plants that utilize agricultural by-products.
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Free loan of child-
rearing supplies

free child healthcare and the like, provide help to families raising children. What’s more, certified childcare centers have

A variety of support programs in the town, such as subsidies for expectant and nursing mothers, maternity allowances,
been established in the Shimizu and Mikage districts, providing high-quality education and daycare.

Community-wide support to help raise children
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The Town has issued a ‘Four Seasons of Shimizu Education’ declaration to indicate that families, schools and communities are working together to
help raise children. In the lower grades of elementary school, small class sizes have been adopted, and efforts are made to enhance learning that
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Welfare Disaster

prevention
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Scenic spots

The town of Shimizu boasts abundant nature and a wealth of spectacular scenery. In particular, Shimizu
Park, Biman Panorama Park, Nissho Pass Observation Deck, Shimizu Maruyama Observation Deck and
Tokachi Millennium Forest are all known as superb scenic spots.
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The town of Shimizu has developed thanks
to the tireless efforts of our predecessors.
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From the time the pioneers settled to the
present, the town has faced many hardships
but - with its history close to its heart - has
advanced, linking its visions with the future.
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